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THE WAR DEPARTMENT FURKISHES THE CFFICIAL
EVIDERCE OF HIS GALLANT SERVICES I
THE WAR FCR THE URIOR,

General Custer's Unfavorable Report Proven fto
Have Been Utterly Unfounded and
Cruelly Unjust.

FHE ORIGINAL HOSPITAL CERTIFICATE SHOWIRG
ALGER IN THE HOSPITAL FROM AUG.
30 TO SEPT. 5, 1864.

General Riger's Army Record Absoiutely Regular
and Without a Single Flaw From the
Beginning io the End.

THE STRORGEST RECOMMENDATIONS FOR KIS
PROMOTION BY HIS SUPERIOR OFFICERS
THROUGHOUT HIS SERVICE.

The Official Recoids in the War Depariment &/

Sniendid Tribute to Aiger's Bravery and Faitn-
fuiness to Every Duty.
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attention and THE TRIBUNE is gratitied to now

attracted mational

be able to show, from the official records, its
crucl injostice. General Alger's gallant ser-

dier in the war

rier of a

vice as a sol
been for a qua
of the widest public knowledge, &
Alger himself joyed the esteem and
affection of his army comrades of ks
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matter
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@uring the whole of that pericd. Those who

were his superior ofiicers while he was in his

countirs'e service have constantly tlestl
fied their regard for him a8
2 dier and citizen, and his Grand
Army comrades have bestowed upon him the
highest compliment within their gift by
electing him amid great enthusiasm to be
commander-in-chief of the Grand Army of

the Republic—the grandest organization of

1-:-;tr"f-'k that the world has ever scen. Gen-
eral J :r's comrades in the army knrw him
for a brave soldier who never !-Li'lu‘:d

guty, who was alwars at the frontin the
face of every danger, znud whose galiant
gervice in the field won for him promotion
after promotion. He was repealedly recom-
mended for more distinguished promotion
than could be given him during

lils time of service, and he
Wi in all reepects @ faithful

soldicr who 4id his duty without expectation
of other reward the consciousness of
baving served his country in its hour of
peril

What Is above etated is fact a* to General
Alger's milftary service. It will not be con-
troverted or disbelieved by any man

erved 2rmy or wko bhad per-
sonzl knowledge of f.,tmr.al Alger's military
carecr. But n« vears after
bie had been honorably discharged from
oo ry'e service in the field, an eastiern
pewspaper finds a single recommendation
which take from
Alger the honors that he won
long rs ol gallant ﬂg}.lmg That news-
paper is the New York Sun. and on February

11th 1t printed the editorial which is here
:‘;_ulr:l!.
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The Sun’s Statement,

What = this about Gen Russell A. Alger
of Michigan a* a Republican candidate
President on a platformm of Patriotism
Penslons?

The wvarlous biographies of Alger
dwell more in detail upon the beginning of
Lils military pervices than on the end
the Second Mich
n. Sher 12.‘:-"& old regiment.
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Thi= fact was

wh reporied it in torn o General Shridan
who brought the matter to the attention of
the War Depurtment, recommending that
Celonel Alger be dishonorubly discharged

from the

ave

sCrvace
»
e

of

In conscquence thal recommendation
from Philip ¥. an, Colone! Russell A.

Alger was discharged from 1he service on

Sherld

Sopt. 20, 1864.
‘he record does not read that he was “-dis-
honorably discharged. Thne pusishment

recommended by General Sheridan was soft-
ened, and he was merely discharged. The
incident terminated his military career.
After the war was over he procured in some
way the brevet of brigadier-general and
major-general of volunteers,

These facts are not stated in the curremt

for the union has |
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sketches relating to General

Russell Absent Alger

GINERALALGER'S MANLY REPLY.

e ingignanily and Promptly Resents the

Asprralon of His Military Record,

This editorial was telegraphed to General

Alger Major George H. Hopkins of this

{ city, who was In Washington on the day of

its publication, and General Alger immedi
ately telegraphed the following reply:

DETROIY, Feb, 11, lh‘-" Colonel GEORGE

| H. Hoprgrss, Arlington Hotel, Washington. D.

C.: Your telegram of ti:is date giving

editorial of the New York Sun concerning

my wniiitary record Is received. I was honor-
ably discharged from the service and was
not dismissed as stated. On Aug. 25, 1804,

at Shepherdstown,
where we
| driven acry
was ordered to cover the

regiment, General Custer having

Potomac,
and were
force. 1
with my
crossed at

Virginia, on the
had engaged the enemy
s the river by superior

crossing

the head of the brigade. ] eflected the cross-
ing and was the last man to ford the river
For several days I had been ill but on durty.

1 wentint

o camp thatl night and not being

able to march the next morning, was sent
with others whp were sick to hoespital at
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I was
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and rexigned, as 1 was not
field and
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After remaining there a fow days and re-
be arohnd the camp.
lled on courtmartial at Washing-
where I reported and served a littie time
able to enter the
did not like conrtmartial service.
ordinary welght was 160 pounds, but I
uced to 125 pounds.
Alger Never Heard of It
never heard a single word of General
[not Me recommendation un-
ng the thlf_dgu convention in 1888,
irends telegraphed me there wasy
H
it was utely
a word directly or
date, almost twenoy-
that there had been any such
ommendation, which I found afterward
was lrue. I never had any
cuspiciod that I was not regulariy sent
hospital than anvthing improbable on
urih. There was never a more cruel or un-
committed by man.

I served three years, participated in sixty-
six battles and skirmishes; was promoted to
all the grades from a captaincy tocolonel and
was brevetted brigadier and major-general
Withoul my appiication. 1 was never absent
from my command a moment, except on ac-

ae-a

I hiad

—yie e
-!nnl 8

aphed back that abso;
I had never heard
P o that
Vears,
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prlw:

count of wounds or slckness. I never recetved
a censure from my superior officer In any
way, shape or manner during the war. Had
I known of the existence of such a document
during the lives of General Sherldan, who
wWas aiwavs a warm personal ftriend, and

General Coster, who always claimed o be a
friend and visited me frequently, T could
casily have had the record corrected, but

t heard of it General Sheridan was
his deathbed and unable to see any one
and Gencral Caster was dead.

wihien I fir:

Ozl

Shows Custer’s Anlmaas,

ong In July, 18G4, General Custer re-
uested me at several tmes to have his
brother Thomas appointed as a Heutenant in

m riment, as he wish>d to have him serve
on his staff. As he did not belong to my
regiment I declined, and In a hot conversa
| Uon aboul 1t oneday he told me I would re
gret It some day 1 sald to bim I would
ralher resign than to have an outsider pro-
moted into my regiment when I had desery

|
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for being absent without |
| day

Ing men
valicd upon
Michiganp «
the same
gretted it
eral Kidd
Al the battle of
of Aupust,

vel In the ranks. He afterward pre
Colonel J H. Kidd of the Sixth
wvalry, now of Ionia, Mich., to do
which did, and has always re
These facts are known to Gen

he

Front Royal, on the 16th
I charged and captured a

| large number of prisoners with my regiment.
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They were sent o the rear as I pressed for-

ward, and General Caster gave the credit to
another command and we had some hot
words over it. If vou will examine the

records of the War Department and the rec-
endations made for my promotion there
by my superior ofticers at several different
times {rom General Custer to General Grant,
you will see what wus thought of me. 1
never Enew or suspected that there was the
slightest guestion about my being properly
sent with the lurge number of sick and

wounded men to Annapolis. and as I said,
General Custer's recommendation, if he knew
the facis, was onc of the most cruelsoutrages
that was ever perpetrated upon a soldier,

1 dislike very much to say anyihing against
a dead soldier, but these are fucts anda
reading of the records will prove that one
statement made by General Custer concern-
ing myself in that docvment cannot be true,
for he states that I tried te absent m,\'nlf
during the year, and yet but a few weeks be-

fore I left the service, and while we were in
the Valley, he recommended me very strongly
for promotion.

1 wiil thank wvouto give this dispatch tue
publicity that the Sun’s editorial has received
[t is a great wrong committed upon me and
my family. Please ascertain who gave these
records cut from the War Depar tment.

R. A. ALGER.

DR. WOOSTER'S AFFIDAVIT.

Shows Thnt lhe L& !!.’l!‘g’“ of Absence
Without Leayve Was Falwse,
In complete substantiation of all that Gen.
eral Alger savsin his dispatch to Major Hop.
kins THE TRIBUNE printed on February 13 the
following aflidavit by Dr. Samuel R. Wooster,
who was General Custer’s brigade surgeon at
the time covered by the charge made
New York Sun. Dr. W is well-known
in Michigan as an honorable citizen and
highly esteemed for his the
His affidavit is in these words:
DErkorr, Mich.., Keb, 12, 1892,

General: T enlisted as assistant surgeon
of the Eighth Michigan Infantry, Aug. 10,
1861, was promoted to surgeon of the First
Michigan Cavalry, Feh. 26, 1842, and was
mustered out Oct. 18, 1864, The First Cav-
alry was one of Custer’'s Michigan Cavalry
Brigage. During the campalgn 18463 and
1864 and up to the time of my dizcharge from
the service I was acting brigade surgeon on
General Custer's staff.

Al the battle of Shepherdstown. Virginia,
«t which I was present, and where we were
forced to retire across the Potomac on
count of the great strength of the encmy, I
knew that General Alger, then Colonel Alger
of the Fifth Michigan Cavalry, commanding
his own and Sixth Michigan Cavalry, was de-
tailed to protect the crossing of the balance
of the command with ithe artillery and train,
which he accomplished.

During the campaign General Alger’s health
was very much impaired, and the nizht after
our crossing into Maryland from Shepherds
town he was very ill. The followlng morning
as we were gathering the sick and wounded
together to to the hospital, 1
informed Colonel Alger that he was not abie

by the

ooster

sorvic l&‘ll.l!”l

war.

of

dC-

send

to march and must go to the hospital. This
was customary for surgeons in the tield to
do when the command was on the move, and

[ accorainzly directed Colonel Alger sent to
Annapolis with others, and I distinctly 1
member that I lnl-l him 1 would forward the
proper papers to him there, as we wished to
get the sick and \\-»ulu.ml away at onc
Waooster Made the Applleation,
I made application for his leave to General
uster, reporting the facts, and it
was granted, and never hesrd to the contrary’

54U };il\ et

cntil vesterdayv. In iy opinlon there ndver
was a more unjust act commitied agamst a
soldier than that which is renorted to have
heen committed by General Custer in re-
porting him as abseatl withott leave and rec-
ommending his dismis<al.

All who knew Generazl Alper in the war
knew he was very prompt amd punctual in
his duties. and he wonid have Leen one of the
last men in the world to disobey un order or

fzil to perform his dutics.

If there is any person responsille for
being
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Lhe

file this sworn-statement with his war record
in vour office?
1 have the honor to he, gencral,

yvour obedient servant,
SAMUEL B. WoOOSTER,
Mir li £ ‘...V.‘

.,r.;_'.;ilv .‘-t:r;;w'a.:_

Very réspectivlly,

(Signed)
l.ate Surgeon 1st
Actg.

GENERAL J. C, KELTON,

Adiutant-General U7, & A

Washin
STATE OF MICHIGAN, | __
55.

County of Wavne \

Samuel R. Wooster. hcilm duly sworn,
poses and says that the above statement i3
true in substance and L'.r t.

(Signed) SAMUEL R. WoOOsSTER.

Sworn and subscribed before me,

(Signed) - WILLIAM T. DEGRAFF,
Notary I’l. biic
County of )H

State of Mn_hl,.__ an.

rmy.

gtoa, D, C.

de.

The Aftidavit in the Records.

The {following eMaal communic
the action taken by the War Departinen
ative 1o Dr. Wooster's amidavit gquoted above .

WARR DEPAITMENT, |
WASHINGTON CITY, -
February 16, 1892, )
General Russell A, Alger:

Sir—Referring to vour communication of
the 121b instant, addressed to the Adjutant
General, inclosing an afdavit relative to
vour military record made by Dr. S. 2. Woos-
ter of Grand Rapids, Mich., late a Surgeon la—:t
Michigan Cavalry, I am directed by the Se
retary of War to lnform you that, in tu;l;l,“
atice with your request, the aflidavit of Dr.
Wooster has been placed upon the tiles of this
Department In conpection with other papers
relating to yvour miiitary record.

Very respectfully,
F. C. AINSWORTH,
Major and Surgeon U. S. Army.

allon shows

18

-l-

(Signed)

THE OFFI(IAL RT<CORD,

The War Drepartmem’™s Exael Capy of
General Alger's HRecor1 Oa [is Filea,
Through the courtesy of the Secretary of
War THeE TRIRUNE 15 now able to make public
the entire oflicial record of General Alger's
military career, or at least every item of it
that has any bearingupon the charge hrought
by the New York paper wilch has o unjustly
attacked him. The record was put in pos-
sesslon of THE TRIBUNE by General Alger just
as he was leaving for California on the Bth
instant to attend to his lumbering interests
in that state, Every quotation herelnafter
made from it and every document printed is
trom the oficlil copy furnished by the War
Department and may be verlfied by refer-
ence to the originals on file at Washington.
In this connection we print the following ex-
tract from a letter written by Major F. C.
Ainsworth to the Secretary of War:
Alger's Record ~*Highly Creditable, ™
WAR DEPARTMENT, '
WasnHINGTros Crry, Feb, 1K, 18492, }
To the Honorable the Secretary of War:
Sir—Referring to your conversation with
me yesterday relative to the military record
of General Alger, 1 beg to say that I have
carefully examined thut record and find so
much in it that is highly creditable to him
* & ® thatl am convinced that the publica-
tion of the whole record and correspondence
connected therewith would be of decided ad.
vantage to General Alger, in view of the re-
cently published articles concerning him.
¢ # & Jtisdoubtful if General Alger him-
self is fully ad®ised as to the character of his
record, and the advisability of furnishing

him a transcript of it, or of corresponding
with him with reference to it is respectfully

suggested for your consideration. Very re.
=pectiully,
(Slgned) F. C. AINSWOR'TH,

Major and Surgeon U. 8. Army,

Major Alnsworth’s suggestion wasapproved
by the Secretary of War, and the entire rec-
ord iIs now jn THE TRIBUNE'S possession. A
synopsis of it has already been published in
these columns, but we append below the
chronological statement just furnished by the
War Department.

The Record Complete,

Russell A. Alger was mustered in as cap-
atin, Cumpany C, Second Michigan Cavalry,
Sept-jmber 2, 1861. [He eunlisted Aug. 19,
1861,

On July 12, 1862 he applied for a leave of
absence for 20 days on a medical certificate,
as follows:

Captain Russell A. Alger of the Second Regl-

sent to hosplial without proper order |

I

{

ment of Michigan Cavalry, having cpplied for a
certificate on which to ;:n.rvm] ian appdlcation fori
leave of absence, 1 do hertsty Gertify that 1 have
carefully examined this oficer’ and tind thatin
consequence of hdving bteen thrown from his

duty and to make the following explanation
of my absence from my command.
By permission from Brig. Gen.
while at Washington T remained be
brigade and was ordered to report ai Harp-

Cusfer
hind the

hurw ............. .inthe stomach and s now

suflfering from Herpes Zostor yery severely. | er's Ferry on the Otf inst., which 1 failed tg
On the foregoing lie was granted 25 days | do by taling to connect witn the o ing

feave ul abs vmt‘* train at Washington on the 9th by l.u-n.;-_ mis.
Aug. 7, 1862, he forwar iu'l medical certifi- | informed asto its time of starting. [ ar

cate from Grand Rapids, Mfchigan. that he
wounld not be able to return, l.u duty in a less
perlod than 20 days.

He is reported precent on roll of Fleld &

Statf for September, 1862, as Major, but
there Is no record of his muster in as of that
grade.

He tendered his resignation as Major Sec-

ond Michigan Cavaliy October 27, 1862, to
erable him to accept the Liesutenant Col-
oneley of the 6th Michlgan Cavalry.

I1is resignatjon was accepted to date Octo-
ber 27, 1862,

Russell A, Algor was mustered In as Lieu
tenant Colonel 6th Michigan Cavalry, to date
Octoher 30, 1862, for three years, and is re-
ported on rolls of Field & Staff of regimadnt
as present to April 40, 1863, and on roilof
June 30, 1863, he is vaur'l_ml promoted Col-
onel of --U; Michigan Cavalry

He wias mustered in as Colonel 5th Michi-
gan Cavalry to date June 11, 1883, at Wash-
ington, D. C., and {s reported present on roll
dated June 220, 1863, Roll of Field & Staff
dated Aug. 30, 1863, reports him absent in
Michigan, wounded

Casualty sheet of 24 Brigade,
Cavalry Corps, Army of the Potomac,
by General Kilpatrick, reports Colonel
wounded July 8. 18063, at Boonsboro,
another signed by General G. A Custer,
the place of casualty as Fankstown, Md.

July 11, 18G3, the following certificate
pears In his case:

MEDICAL CERTIFICA

Col. . A. Alger. of the 5th Reglment of Michi-
gan Cavalry, having applled for a ceriificate on
which to ground an applicatios " for leave of ab-
sence, 1do horeby cerlify that I have carefully ex-
amined this officer, and find that he §s suffering
from a gunshol wound of the left thigh, received
in action at Boonsboro, Md.. Julv S, 1RG8, and
1thit In consequence thereof. he 18, in my opinfen.
untii forduty. Ifuriker deciare my belief thit
he wi 1 not be able to resnme his duties in a less
period than thirty (30) days without risk of per
manent disability.

Dated ot Wuasbington.
July. 1863,

the

Lil

31 Divlsion
signed
Alger
while
gives

ap-

s

L

D,
w. R.

thiz 11th day of
nEiwvITT. .lu.
Surgeon, 1. 8. A,

Roll dated October 31, 1844, repor l:-t him
preseot, and that dated December 31, 18463,
absent, detached (n coascript camp. [To
Michigan for conscripts. |

Februarv 10. 1864, Colonel Alger was de-
tzched from the Fifth 3ilchigan Cavalry and
assigned to special duly, by paragraph 20,
Special Orders Number 645, from the Waur De-
partment, Adjutant General’sOflice. and was

relleved therefrom Aprii 9, 186L by para-
graph 2, ¥pecial Orders of th:t date from

Cavairy Corps=, Army of the Potomac,

May 22, 1864, he wus ordered to proceed to
Washington, to report to Surgeon K O. Ab-
bott for treatment.

Roll of iFeld and Staff dated June 30, 18G4,
reports im present, and that dated August
41, 18G4, reports him as follows: Absent,
sick. slnce August 27, 1864 ; absent without

leave, Argust 28, 15864,  [Sece hospital certiti-

cale in apother column showing that Alger
wis In  hospital f[rom August 30 to
Sepiember 5, 1864, September 5. 18G4,
Ly paragraph 2, Special Orders No. 203, Post
ol Anrapolls, Md., he was ordered to report
to the Military Governéorof the Listrict of
Columbis. and by paragrapis 2, Special Ord-

¢rs No. 201, Headguarters
of Washinglon, dated Septémber

Military District
. 18464, he

was detailed as a member of a General Court
Martial to mect In Wakhington, September
8, 18G4, He was relleved {rom that duty
Le ,, tember 24, 1864, by s=peclal Orders No.
214, of that date from o bMiflitury bDistrict of
%.Lhilluvtun, ! v

September 16, 18G%7° Culone! Alger ten.
dered his I‘i"-i(t!'tiiu 1 fromitils city, and the
same was accepted Seplember 0. 184534, in
Special Orders, No. S1], that date from
the War Deportment., Adjutant Geaseral's
ofilce. r

On the day Colonel “Alger tendered his

resienation. in this cite, Genperal
Custer forwarded a coninynica

GGeorge A,
tion from his

headquarters, through Lhe proper military |
channels, in which ‘he' sk ted that Colonel |
Alger had ettt bls commanad without aathor- |
itv and after haviag been refused a leave of |
ahscnce, and tirat he had directed that the
colonel be veported abseat without leave on

the musier rolls of his regiment.

This was forwarided Lo Brevet Major-fien-
cral Torbert. who recomimendeds Colonel
Alger's dismisszl, which recommendation
having becen forwarded by Maior General
sheridan to the War Department, was
received the same date that Colousel Alger's
resignation was accepted.

On September 23, 1864
eral notifted General Sh
Alger had been honorally
the service Septemler 20, 1504, in orders
from the War Departiient.

It Is proper to a’'d that Brigadicr-General
George A, Custer recammended Colonel Alger
for promotion Lo Brigadicr General in 1883,
and tor brevet In I86 L

the Adjut-nt-Gen-
eridan that Colonel
! discharged from

The records further show that Colonel
IRussell A, Alger was breveltsd Brigadier
General ['nilt:nl States Volunteers to date
trom Jun-11, 1885, Inr gallant an! merltori-

sud that he was
nited States Volen

OUS Bery hL:, during

brevelied hlajor Geng

WiLr
r.1! 17

teers, to date {rom June 11, 1865, for gal-
lane and meritorious services during the
war

AS TO ALGEIS ABSIENCES,

Hewan Only Absent Twwice Except Afier
the Battle of Boosneville,

One of the statements mad: in General
Custer's astonishing recomumendation of Sep-
teinber 16, 1864, which will be quoted in full,
was that “Colenel Alger had, two or three
times previous to this. applied for a similar
leave of absence, when In my opinfon he was
fit for duty ° DBeuaring upon this point we
print the oficial record:

HuAUQUATLTERS 510 MICUIGAN CAVALRY, '

Iz The FIELD,
May 22, 18G4, "

Colonel: 1 respectfully ask perinission to
bLe sent to hospital at Washington for reasons
stated in surgeon's certificate hereunto at-

tached. 1 have the houor to be, very re-
spectfully, your obedlent servaont,
(Signed) R. A. ALGER,

Coloaiel Fifth Michigan Cavalry.
Lieutenant-Colonel Kingsbury,
Assistant Adjotant-General, (

Cavy,

Corps.
The Burgeon’™s Certificate.

Colonel Russell A. Alger having applied for
a certificate on which to ground an applica-
tion to report for medlcal treatment. I here-
by certify that I bavecarefully examined this
officer and find that heis attacked with ¢ypho-
malarial fever, and that in consequence
thereof he Is in my opinion unfit for duty.
And would further recommend that he be
ordered to report for medical treatment.
And 1 further deciare my voicemdDE
able for duty for the period of fifteen d..t}q

(Slgned) . L. Mo¥KIs,
b‘urg. 5th Mich. Cav.,
18t Brig. 1st Div.
HERDQUARTERS
181 CAVALRY DIVISION,
May 22d, 18G4,
reapectfally forwarded.
W. Merkirr,
Brig. Gen. Comdg,
I'st Cavairy Division.

The Order Esmucd.
The following was issued May 22, 1864 :
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY Conps,
» May 22, 1864. }
Special Orders, No. 134,

3. Upon the recommendation of the Medl-
cal Director of, this Conpsthe following named
officer will proceed to Washington and report
for treatment to Surgeon R. O. Abbott,

COLONEL ALGER, |

oth Michigan Cavalry.
By command of
Maj. Genl. SHERIDAN,
Asst. Adit. General.

In pursuance of this order. Colonel Alger
proceeded to Washington and reported for
treatment.  The surgeon's certificate shows
that he was ill and there is nothing to in-
dicate the slightest purpose on his part to
shirk duty. This was the first occasion on
which Colonel Alger ever made application
for leave of absence on account of sickness
except after the battie of Booneville, in 1862,
The only other time he asked to be relieved
on account of sickness or any other cause
was at the time when the following docu-
ments comprised the record:

HEADQUANTERS, 5TH MICH. CAVALRY,
Captain—1 have the honor to report for

C. C.

Approved and
(Signed)

IN THE F1ELD, Aug. 19, 18064.

morning of

rived at Harper's Ferry on the
the 10th inst. and was unable to find trans-
portation until evening of the same date, my
horses having been forwarded with the
regiment.

I have the honor. to be,

Very respectfully,
Your obdt. servant,
(Signed) R. A. ALGER,
Colonel.

Carr. L. W. BARNHART,
A. A (.QCI'}E,,
1 Brig. 1 Div. Cavalry.
HEAD QUuAnRTERS,
1 Birig. L Div, C.
Aug. 12, 1804
rded.
G. A. Custer,
Brig tien’l
Not until eight days later was tue follow-
Ing recommendation made:
Hd. Qr's. 1st Cav'y. Div'n. |
Aug. 20, 1884, 1
Respectfully referred to Brig. Genl Cuaster
for bis opinion as to whether further action
is necessary in this matter.
By command of
Brig. Gen. Merritt,

c. |
»

v

Wa

Respectfully for
(Signed)

(Signed) A. E. DAxA,
A, AL
Nearly a whole month elapsed before
General Custer made the recommendation
which follows, Col. Alger having been with

his regiment up to Aug. 28, when he went
into hospital at Annapolis:

HEADQUARTERS 18T BRIG,

1sT Inv. Cav. Mip, Min.

Sept. 1Gth, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded. Not deeming this
officer's explanation of his absence to he
based on good grounds, it evidently being
his duty and within his power to inform him-
self correctly as to the time 2t which the
train started, I am of the opinlon that
“further action' shouid be taken in his case.

(Signed) G. A. CuaTEnR,

Brig. Gen’'l.,
Commdg. Brig.
Caster's 2stonishing Report.

Following this indorsement came General
Custer’'s report, which is the basis of the
New York Sun's attack upon General Alger,
and we print it entire, with all of tke in-
dorsements thereon, exactly as it comes
from the War Department:

Headgunarters 1st Brig., 1st Div. Cavalry, |

Middle Military Division, Sep. 16, 1864, {
Capt. A. E. DANA,

A.A. G, 1st T'iv. Cavalry:

In compilance with the instructions of the
Genl. Comndg. the Division I have the hoaor
to submit the following ‘report in the case
of Col. R. A, Alger, 5th Mich. Cavalry. stating
the time at which he left the com-
mand, for what purpose, by what
authority, and his present where
abouts.” Col. Alger left this command the
morning of the 28th of August, as it marched
through Harper's Ferry to rejoin the divis-
ion near Halltown; he has been absent

Dv., ’(

thaet date. I wasnot aware of his absence
until this brigade halted to feed near Hazall-
town, when Asst. Surg, St. Cludr of the 1st
Mich. Cavalry informed me that Col. Alger,

owlng to some indisposition,

al a house in Harper's Ferry.
time Asst. Surg. St Clair
approval, an

hzd remained
At the same
presented. for my

leave of absence for twenty d:ys. As Col.
Alger had. two or three times previous to
this. appiled for asimilar leave of absence,

when in my opinion he was it for duty and
which opinion subsequently 1|l'nw-d to He cor-
rect as it has in the referred to, I
returned Col. Aleer's apnlic .Uirm without my
approval. He [ailed to join his command. I
fivstheard of him agaln. as stopping at the
Eutaw House, In Baltimore, Md. I now have
authentic and rell ble i.':"u"r:::l.t‘uu that he

staying at one of the hotels In Was lim:r—m
D. C. and thzt he has been plac ul on duty, Ia
the latter cltv.as a er of a General
Court Martial. How he came to te det iled
I cannot say. Heleft this command without
authority and after l..“.'inq been tefused a
leave of absence from these Headquariers.

Case movw

And I have directed thzat he be repoyterl
“ab=ent without leave'” on the muster rolls
of his regiment. Respectfully Suhmitted,
(Signed) G. A. CUSTER,
Brig. Genl. Com. Brig.
READQUARTERS, 18T CAV'Y. DIVE.,, Septem-

ber 17th, 1864,

Respectfully forwarded for the action of
the Chief of Cavairy. The case mentioned
within Is the third in which Col. Alger has
absented himself from the command without
proper aunthority siace the commencement of
the present year's campaign. Severe meus-
ures should be taken to prevent a recurrence
of this evil.

(Signed,) W. Mennrrrr
Brig.-Gen. Comdg.
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, )
o Mip, M. Div.,

September 17, 1854, |'
Respectfully forwarded with the recom-
mendition that he be dismissed from the

gince |

appication from Col. Alger tor |

gervice for absence without lcave subject to |

the approval of the Presldent. Such

cases |

are too numerous and the scarcity of ofcers |

requires immediate action to be taken.

(Slgned,) A. T. A. TOREERT,
Brvt. Maj.-Gen. and Chief of Cavalry.
HEADQUARTERS )

MIDULE MILITARY DIVISION,

September 18, 15864, "
Respecttully forwarded. [ understandthat
Colonel Alger is on some duty at Washington,
but it s evident he has left his command

without authoerity, and it appears that he has
done so befure. I have always considered
Colonel Alger a good officer but carnot excuse
his conduct or withlold my approval of the
recommendation of hislmmediate comman d.
€rs.
(Signed.) P H. SHERIDAN,
Maj. Cen. -
WAR DEPARTMEST, A, (4. O._ |
September 23, 1854, {
Respectfully returned. This oflcer waus hon-
or.bly discharged from the service by S. 0.
311 8ept. 20, 1864, from this olice.
(Signed.) TonoMAs M. VINCENT,
Asst. Adjt. General

A MONSTROUN ENJUSTICE

Proof That Above Report nand Recommen-
dations Were Unjast and Malticlons.

It is not possible to fitly characterize the
injustice done to Generz ‘olonel—
Alger in the report and recommendations
printed above. They had neo result, for
Colonel Alger, being in entire and absolute
ignorance of them, presented his resignation
on the 16th of September, 18484, for reasons
which were amply stated in the document it-
self, and as it was accepted he was honorably
discharged. The entire history of Alger's
resignation will be presented later on, but it
must be sald here that General Alger did not
know until twenty.four years later that such
adverse recommendations were in existence,
and that the amdavit of Dr. Samuel R.
Waoster, printed near the beginning of this
record, fully answers them and shows Gen-
eral Alger's record to have been, in fact, ab-
solutely straight and his conduct entirely
correct. General Caster’'s statement that
Alger should be censured because he had
been misinformed as to the terms of a rail-
road time table is at least frivolous and
seems not less than ridiculous In view of the
fact that the command was not in active ser-
vice.

The documents printed above comprlse the
only applications to be relieved ever made by
Colonel Alger and furnish all the basis there
was for General Custer’'s report that he had
made application for leave ‘‘thrce times."
They show the falsity of that statement, and
they show that Colonel Alger was never ab-
sent from his command for a moment with-
out good cause and proper authority.

General Custer’'s report says: "I first
heard of him again as stopping at the Eutaw
House in Baltimore, Md.” General Alger re-
members having gone to the Eutaw House,
as trains were then running very irregularly,
but here is a certificate from the officer of
Hospital Medical Department, dated Annap-
olis, Sept. 5, 1804, which clears up the whole
matter and shows conclusively the date on
which Alger left the Annapolis hospital. The
document, which General Alger has fortun-
ately preserved, and the original of which s
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The following official d cuments complete
the record :e.fh c .in_.; this matter:
HEADQUARTERS, ANNaroLis, Mp. |
Sept. 3, 1864 |
Special Orders.
No, 203, (Extract.)
2. In pursaant to Instructions rr-"rri'.'wl
from the War Department, A. G. O,
inzton. D. €., the following named oficers.
at the Ofcers’” Hospital at Annapolis, Md..
having been reported by the Surgeon in
charge, as being fit for light duty, are hereby
ordered to report without delay, to the Mi!
itary Covernor of the District of Washing
ton, for Court Martial duty.
CoLoNEL R. A. ArcEn, 5th Mich. Cavalry.
By order of Apniax R. Roor, 84 N. Y. Vols,
Comdgz. Post, etc.
JOESN WHaRTON,
. Past Adjutant

v ash
5

(Sirned)
First Licent, Y4 17,
WAR DEPARTMESRT, ADJUTAST

.
S.Infa

s e
ntry

GENERAL'S t_l}‘:-‘ cs, WASHINGTON, !.
September 15, 1864, )
Special Orders, No. Z03. (Extrac L)
- - - * - * L] -

26. Yo much of Special Orders. No. 203,
September 5, 1864, from Headquarters,
Aunapolis, Maryland. as. pursaant to in-
structions from this affice, directed the
following named oficers to report to the
h!:’llt;trj."iu'-'f-r::n:‘u.‘ the DPistrict of Wash-

ington. for court martial duty, i3 hereby
confirmed: ) g

ConoseEL R. A. ALCER, ifth Michigan
Cavalry.

- . - L ] - L - .

By order of the Secretary of War,

(Signed) E. D. 3
Assistant Adjutant General

Colonel R. A. Alger,

Through Colonel W i.-‘ef:wc’.l.

nor.

It will b2 noticed that Colonel
ported for duty August 12, 1864, remalning
In the fleld until sent to hospital at Anna-
pols oo .\1.;. 28, and that General Cusier's
endorsement, quoted above, was made
Seplember 18, 2 month arrl fu::r divs suly
quent. Toere is ahs no foundation
for the charge that ( uI-mc Ai ger endeavored
to shirk any duty or that he was ever absent
from his command withoat proper authority.

Miiitary Gover-

Alger re-

te

solut

RENMIGNATION FROXM THE

Reosans for Which AlzZer Resigned anda
rnleial Herord in that Connection,
Colorel Alger had intended to resign from
army more than a month previous to the
when he actuoally did and he
found good reason to doso in the follewing
leseribed condition of militar

SERVICE,

ithe
time do =0

operations a3

‘.uc.v_th.h his command. Ih:.':r':‘h‘:.J to this
period, General Alger says: *At the time
the cavalry moved from City Point in froat

of Petersburg, to the Shenandoah Valley, it
was generally believed by many of the oflcers

and men of the command that they were go-
ing to the Shenandoah Valley to '\.mh rald-
ers, that belng a conv cn‘cnt way to come

down the valley to invade Pennsylvania and
M .'ll'_\'li‘.[l‘l. and it was also known to be an ex-
cellent place to procure forage for the horses:
the operations about Petersburgz having be-
come a state of siege rather lt‘.:m the scerg
of active operations. My private business ot
taat time was such that when In Washington
I decided to retire from the service and at-
tend to my business affairs, as what little I
had was in danger of being swept from me.
I therefore, being simply temporarily re-
lieved from detached service, sent through
my member of Congress, Honorable F. W,
Kellogg, to the President, my resignation.™

General Alger has placed this docament in
the hands of THE TIIBUNE, aund it reads as
follows:

HEADQUARTERS 5TH MICHICAN CAVALRY,
WASHINGTON,
6 Aug.. 1864. %

Secretary of War.

Sir-

I have the honor herewith to tender my
resignation as Colonel of this regiment.

My reasons are:

1. I have been in the military service of the
7. S. nearly three vears, having enlisted ia
August, 1861, and have been off duty but
eight days except on account of wounds, six
of those elght days being on account of sick-
ness.

1I. My private business at home has become
such and in such condition that my presence
there to attend to it is necessary in order to
enable me to save anything from it. I have
the honor to be,

Very respectfully,
Your obt. servt.,
R. A, ALGER,
Col. Comdg.

President Lincoln endorsed this paper as

tollows:

Let this resignation be accepted.
(Signed) A, LINCULN, Aug. §,1864.

It will be noticed that the date of this ac-
ceptance is a month and eight days earlier
than the date of his final resignation, which
was tendered upon September 16.

The indorsement just guotedis in President
Lincoln’s own hand-writing and the original
document is, as before stated, io Ture Trib-
UNE'S possession. Colonel Alger put this ac-
cepted resignation in his pocket. intending to
present it to the Secretary of War and go
home to attend to his business affairs. But
learning. after leaving the President. that
there was prospect of an active campaign in
the Vailey, ne did not present the resigna-
tion at the War Department, bat hastily ar-
ranging his business as well as was possible
started for the scene of operations, arriving,
on account of his misinformation as to the
time of the departure of the train, one dav
late. It will be seen that with an accepted
resignation in his pocket hie need not have re.
ported to his brigade commander at all if he
had desired to leave the service at that time.
He had only to prescnl the resignation to the
Secretary of War to De relieved entirely of
further service and to procure his honorable
discharge. The cruelty and injustice of the
report of General’ Custer and of the re-
commendations of both Custer and
Merritt, under these circumstances, will
be at once apparent to everybodv. There
was no justification for them, and the evi-
dence that Alger acted from motives of the
highest patriotism and with the courage that
characterized his whole military career; is
simply irrefutable.

The Final Resiznation,

Colonel Alger did not resign in August,
therefore, as he had intended, but went to the
front. Nearly six weeks later he tendered

Hon. E. M. Stanton,

(Signed)

—

tis resignation, and the reasons for his ag’

tion at this time are succinctly stated in the

document Itself, which Is herewith printed)
Wasamvcrox, D. €., 16th September, 1884

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War:

Sir—1I have the honor to tender herewith
my resignation as colonel of !'1:: Jth Michi»
gan Cavairy, for the following reasons: -~

Ist. 1 entered the service rnll«l! ng An-
guat 26th, 1881, and have never ‘..ni a leave
of absence, except u!p n woundedd

i My private nes3 is in such an an-
settled conditionthat unless [ can be at home
in October to sett] ft. I =hail be (b-'_':ig{'d to

IcTifice what e a3 nothing has been
done with it isied

. The 1} iy f 4 zuch as to
require my pres > A8 s00n as poszible. My
regiment, which Issmall, is ably officered.
Its term of service expires In Aogust. 1865,
I have been on duty with my command since
the army moved, May 4t having lost bat
six darys AUTIN the 1 ime andd it by ‘i'!i{h;
sunstroke, un Angust 25th, when 1 was
sent to hospital at A 1 yi which
tine I have been ordered = for light daty,
Wicre 1 now am serving

Since entering the service T have partich
pated in sixiy.seven battles and skirmishes,
[ hive heen wounded twice

have the honor, Sir, to be, very respect

fully,
Your obedlent servant
R. A ALcER
Col. 5th Cavalry.
INDORISEMES

(Signed)
“r *
AL il

R. A. Alger. Colonel Sth Michigan Cavalry,
tenders his resignation.
WaAsHINGTON, 16th Sept.. 1864,

Let this resignation be ae

(Signed)

epted

A. LisxcoLw.
>ept. 17,
At \'t‘!}{‘.“l

(Signed)

1544

EDwin M. StantoN,

=ec. of War.
Sept 19, 1564
VWan DEra

ENREEALS

ATMESNT.

ADJUTANT

UFFl TUON,

Sentember, 20th, 1564, f
Special Orders, No, 311. (Extract.)
L L L - L L] - L
Col. R A. Alger, 5th Michizan €Cavalry
baving tendered his resignatign, is herebs
crably discharged the service of th
[_.i'.-L"l States.
- - L - . - - -
By order of the Secretary of War:
(Signed) E. D. TOWSSEND,
A. A G,

ALGER'S GALLANT SERVICES,

Repratedly Recommende! for Promotlan
by His Superior Officers,

ToE TRIBUNE some time age printed a2 num-
of the recommendations made for Colonel?
Alger’s promotion, but they will bear repett-
tion in this connection. They are splendid
testimonlals to the faithfalness of
Colonel Alger and to his unfine! courage
in EVEry emergency iole rerurd

ber

constant

His w
is an overwhelming refutation of the ridica-
lous charge that he ever shirked his duty as
a soldier. The récoimmendations which fol-
low, taken from the offici: ards, tell an
wjuent story of Alger'sde o tothe
his country.

Hizh FPraise From Caster,
HEADQUARTERS 258D Bricap®, 3rd Divislog
Calvary Corps, Army of the Potomac, Oct. 19,
1863, Hon. E. M. Stanton, vof War. Sir—
[ have the honor to recommend to vou for
promgtion to the rank Brigadier-General,
Colonel Russell A Alger of the 5th Michigan

of war.

1l res

el votlc cause

- T

Qe

of

Calvury. for merliorious conduct in the field,
as also for his thorough discipline o his
Regt. both in camp and on the march; and
his untiring efforts ~-r the welfare of his
Regt. and the good of the service. Col. Algey
has proved hi...:ur \\-rrt ay of the highest
confidence. Al Hauover, Geltvsburg, where
at the bead of his Regt in the thickest
of the fight he showed great bravery
and skill, Hagerstown, Willlamsport
and Boonshoro, Julv Sth, where he was
severely wounded while gallantly leading his
RRegt. in one of Lhe severest cavalrs ¥ engage-
ments of the war, Colonel Alger distingn ;,._1._-(_!
himself for his bravery, coolpess and skill
which particulariy shows his titness for &
cavalry commander

Since rt;-t:u\'rrzru from his wound at Cul-
pe Racoon {'s d. Brandy Station on the
j 2 . .mfl igain today at Bucktown, he

has distinguish -.cl himself alike for his bray-
rv and skill, showing hiscompetency in every
respect for a cominand, and ff the cavalry

scrvice. As an officer and a gentleman Col=
onel Alger justly eajors the highest esteem
of both his command and his commanding

oMcers.

Ever ready
all times, and zealous in the ca
we are fighting, he has proved himse

of the highest contidence ot
i

to perform his duty a

If worthy.
erefore
I.ln to

cordi

’i"l.':it“"l]}‘ and ally rec

yvonur consideration, fully beiie that any
trust reposed I bBim will be c‘e:lf ully and
;.mn.un} periormed by him, with honor te

himself and credit to our army and to the
noble cause in which we are eagaged
I have the honor to be, sir,
Very respectfully, your obt. servt,,
(Signed) G. A. CrsTER,
Briz. Genl. Vols.
Endorsemernis Frem ligh OGicers.,
[indorsements on the foregoing. |
Headguarters Third €zv. Div., OctL 1863,
I have witnessed the gallantry and skill of
Col. Alger, comdg 5th .\H h. Cavalry on many
occasions. His prompt and encrgetic action
yesterday saved a large portion of my com-
mand from being captured. which would have
resulted from the confusion into which they
were at one time thrown. 1 most cheerfully
indorse the recommend:tion ot Brig.-Gen.
Custer, believing Col. Alger to bein every re-
spect deserving of the position to which Le
has been named.
(Signed)
Brig.-Gen.
HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,

=u.

J. KILPATRICK,
Vols. Cfomdg. Div.

%

Oct. 20 1883
This recommendation is respectfully

forwarded, and most favorably recommended,
Col. Alger will make an energetic. eflicient
brigade commander. His services in that
capacity are much needed in this corps.
(Signed) A. PLEASANTON,
Major-Gen. Comdg.
HEADQUAHTERS }

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
Oct 22, 1563.
Respectfully forwarded with the remar}
that this recommendation has been sent in
without any call from me for recommendas
tion for the appeintment of Brig.-General.
(Signed) GEo. G. MEADB,
Maj. Gen. Comdg.
Respectfully submitted to the General in
Chief U. S. A
(Signed) JAs. A. HARDIE,
A. A General

Congresaman lellogg Indorses Him,

WasHINSGTON, Dec. 14th, 1863 To =the
Secretary of War: Sir—Colonel Russell A,
Alger of the Fifth Regiment Michigan Caw
alrv has been recommended for promotion
by Generals Custer, Kilpatrick, Pleasanton
and Meade. all his superiors up to Comman.
der.in-Chief, without solicitation on my part,
and I most earnestly desire it myself.

The death of the lamented General Buford
leaves a vacancy in the cavalry corps some
one must be appointed to. Generals Custer
or Merritt will no doubt begssigned to his
command, and a full brittade“will then need
a general. Colonel Alger has distinguished
himself "on every possible occasion, always
leading his regiment. Like the other cavalry
mhcer.é- Custer, Merritt, Kilpatrick and
Pleasanton—is a gallant young man and
always ready. 1 belleve he will make

one of the best of cavalry officers
or I would not recommend him now.,
Michigan has fewer generals than any

other state in the union in propertion to tha
number of troops furnished.

Colonel Alger was educated, I may say. by
General Gordon Granger who promoted him
to the rank of major long ago when in Ten-
nessee, and remarked when he left that “he
was the ornly officer in his regiment he had
never had occasion to reprimand.” I hope
you will appuint him brigadier-general and
assign him to a cavalry command, which he
has had ever since he entered the service.

1 have the honor to be your obedient sexs
vant,

(Signed)
Hox. . M. STANTON,
Secretary of War, Washington.

F. W. KELLOGG.

Secretary of War.
I have the honor to recommend thaf
Colemel R. A. Alger, Fifth Michigan Cavalry

Another One From Custer.

HEADQUARTERS 1st Brigade, 1st
Division, Cavalry Corps, Army
of the Potomac, June 26th, 1864,

Hon. E. M. Stanton,




